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Naples. If he had one enemy whom he hated as perfervidly
as he hated the Pope, that enemy was Cardinal Ascanio
Maria Sforza-Visconti whose exertions on behalf of his
rival had deprived him of the tiara or triregno; and, having
sworn that either he or Sforza-Visconti should quit the
Sacred College, he avidly seized the present chance of be-
labouring the cardinal as well as the Pope. He had the
support of Orsini, naturally. Colonna, always more Ghibel-
line than Guelf, was not unwilling to espouse the cause of
a man who went about saying that the Pope's Holiness was
plotting to ruin his reputation—his reputation!—and to
deprive him of his dignities: and hence arose a very singu-
lar and unusual combination.
The Papacy generally has been allied with Colonna or
with Orsini. Such was the importance of these houses, that
during many hundred years all European treaties and con-
cordats contained their names on one side or the other.
But here, for once in their mysterious and interminable
feud, these mighty barons of Rome, with all their collateral
branches and their myriads of armed retainers, were found
united in a common cause. The phenomenon may be ex-
plained by the rise of other baronial houses, who were
becoming quite as numerous and quite as potent as Colonna
or Orsini; and who were equally desirable as allies. The
most prominent of these, in 1493, were the Sf orza and the
Cesarini. The Sforza descended from Don Giovanni Muzio
Attendolo (detto Sforza); and included the Sovereign-
Duchy of Milan, by the marriage of the great Francesco
with the heiress of Duke Giangaleazzo Visconti; the
Sovereign-County of Santafiora, by the marriage of Fran-
cesco's brother Bosio with the heiress of Aldobrandeschi;
and the Tyrannies of Pesaro, Chotignuola, Imola and Forli.
The Sforza blazon the lion rampant with the holy flower of
the quince for Santafiora, and the salvage boy couped at
the thighs issuant from a serpent statant for Milan. The
Cesarini were a Roman house of enormous wealth and dis-

